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Pastor Lic. nietrich Bonhoefisr
#@%{

23, lanor Mount. S.X Z23.Lomdon. October 17th 1834

Revered Mahaimaji!

It is on account of the most dis-
tressing sitnation in the Zuropean countries and in my own country,in Ger

hope you will forgive

o

many, that I dare to approach you personally and
my doing so. 1 have been waiting for long time,but now things have ad-
vaaced so far, that J+do noi think it justifiable to wait any longer. I
know, you have an open ear for every n2ed whereeve: it be and I trust you
will not refuse” to give your help and advice to me although you do not
know me, and you wisl forg ve My questions.

The great need of Europe and of Germany in particular is not
.he eékomic and political confusion, but it is a2 deep spiritual need.
surope and Germany are suffering from a dangerous fever and are loesing
both selfcontrol and the conscousness of what they are doing. The healing
power for all human disieess and need, namely Chiist's message, is dis-
appointing mere and more Lhinking people on account of its present orge-
nisation. There are of course here and there christian individuals who ar
doing their utmost to move organises ﬁmstzur1ty toward a Tundamental re

generation, but mosi of the organised bodies of the Christian Churches

would not recognise the real issue. Being myself z christian paster I fin
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thig experience most distressing and depressing. I have no doubtthat only

true Christianity can
so.nd life .But Christi

has Lecome

od's hands, but

war in th e Me-sr
death of Surope., What

tuzl iiving christian

help our western peopl

if not a1l sisms
futnes,

we need

es toc & new und spiritually

unity meast be something very different 6Ffom what it

.

in these davs,

It is no use to foretell the future which is in
deceive us, everything seems to work fo

#nd the next war will certainly bring the Spirit

therefore in zur countries is .a truly spiri

peace movement, Wesiern Christianity must be reborn

on the Sermon on the Mount an< here is the crucial point why I am writing

o you. From all I know

books and your movement for a few

shoulé try to learn

-+

tical

o

¢0 rol
outline

of course

anes,
in uncomnronising

respect that I am
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Lut there is noone

about you and your work after having studied your

years, I feel we western Christians

you what realisation of faith means, whai ay 1if:

£ there is anywhere

such it in your 2aovement.

not hut the people

tly 274 aol halong to that

. Great theologizas GJermany - the greatest of

and friend I am happ:

nrugnts of the Reforma.

Lo show uws the war lowards a new christian

accoréuaqn with ihe Sermon on the founit. IY is in

looking up to you for help.

the great admiration which I sm cherishing for your country its



phiilosophy and its leaders, for your personnl work anong the poorest of

—.

your Tellowmen, [

or yeur educalional ideals, for wvour simmd for peace

and non-violence, for truth ~nd its force, “nicb has convinced . me, that

i

GeliTitely should come to India next Winter { together with a'friend who

is moved by the same ideas And questions - he is a physicist and ehicinee
and living -

have been iravelling ail over Burope, T went to the U.S.A. to {ind wha

=l

B

ng tor - sut T 4id not- find ii. J do not wenl to accuse mysel

Pake
'-’\

I was Jook
of having missed the one great occasion in my life Lo lesrn the meaning

of Christian life, of real comfunity life, of irukh and love in reality.
s/
The quetion which I heg Lo nut hefore you, is, wetlher I couid Se allow

to stay with yeu in your ashiram for a while to study your novement. I
0 not Delieve in short interviews, 1 do taink one should live with cone
anolber Lo Knew each other. I have saved enough money now to pay ay voy-

age, but I should De bound 1o Yive on very low expenses in India.Do you

ithink th2s will be possiBley Could one possibly find a family which be-

longs Lo your w@oveisut with which 1 could stay and ¢id any sort of tuto-
rial work«with the children in compensailion? Of course, this #s a questis

of minor Importance in comparison with my great desire Lo kndly your move-

iing vo bri g any sacrifice whats

L

ment, for which purpose I sho@ld be wil

-

ever.

i an 28 years cld, Germpgn,leciurer of Theology in Berlin U iversity

.
at ¥8e present eewemt Pastor of two german congrejations in Loxdon, I

KHappen to “e intermalional youth secretiary of the “orld slliance for Inte

A g



national Friendshin throug: the Churches,I hnwe been working in the

-
egunenic movenents for a few yez s znd have many good [riendsthere. I

aave wriitten a few books on ithe christian doctrine of tie Chanck, of

£/
Cresfion and Zin, 2nd I beg to send you under separste cover a very short

r

theolaghkeal mrticle in english, written in U.S.A. three yeérs ago.
Zow + 4o not want to tLrouble you any lonjer with myself. I am waiting ez
gerly for an answer from you. Bnclosed find a letter of i&r, C.F. ARdr -sc
1 have also asked the Rishop of Chi nester, Dr Hell, to write a few wore

about me Lo you.
1 wish to apolo~ize once more for appracching you personally.
i remain, Revered sahatmaji,

very respectimlly

scury in the Pellowship

ek %«/,V
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154. GEORGE BELL AN MAHATMA GANDHI'

22nd Qctober, 1934
Dear Mr. Gandhi,

A friend of mine, a young man, at present German Pastor in London,
Pastor Bonhoeffer, 23 Manor Mount, London, S. E. 23, 1s most an-
x1ous that I should give him an introduction to you. I can most heartily
commend him. He expects to be in India for the first two or three
months of 1935. He is intimately identified with the Church opposi-
tion movement in Germany. He 1s a very good theologian, a most
earnest man, and is probably to have charge of the training of Ordina-
tion candidates for the Ministry in the future Confessional Church of
Germany. He wants to study community life as well as methods of
training. It would be a very great kindness if you could let him come to
you.
Yours sincerely,
[George Cicestr]



286. LETTER TO DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

November 1, 1934
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. If you and your friend have enough
money for return passage and can pay your expenses here, say,
at the rate of Rs. 100 per month each, you can come whenever
you like. The sooner the better so as to get the benefit of such
cold weathet as we get here. The Rs. 100 per month I have
calculated as the outside limit for those who can live simply. It may
cost you even half the amount. It all depends upon how the
climate here agrees with vou.

With reference to your desire to share my daily life, T may
say that you will be staying with me if I am out of prison and
settled in one place when you come. But otherwise, if I am
travelling or if I am in prison, you will have to be satisfied with
remaining in or near one of the institutions that are being con-
ducted under my supervision. If you can stay in any of the insti-
tutions I have in mind and if you can live on the simple vegetarian
food that these institutions can supply you, you will have nothing
to pay for your boarding and lodging.

Yours sincerely,

Pastor Lic. Dierrici BoNHOEFFER, Esq.
23 Manor Mounr, S. E. 23, LoNpoN

From a copy: Pyarclal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
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